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Abstract

Background: Reactive oxygen species (ROS) are formed under natural physiological conditions and are thought
to play an important role in many human diseases. A wide range of antioxidants are involved in cellular defense
mechanisms against ROS, which can be generated in excess during stressful conditions, these include enzymes and
non-enzymatic antioxidants. The aim of this study was to evaluate the antioxidant responses of mice to two diets
control, commercial and the purified AIN 93 diet, commonly used in experiments with rodents.

Results: Malondialdehyde (MDA) and hydrogen peroxide (H2O2) concentrations and superoxide dismutase (SOD)
and glutathione reductase (GR) activities determined in the liver were lower in the group of mice fed with the AIN
93 diet, while catalase (CAT) activity was higher in the same group, when compared to the group fed on the
commercial diet. Liver glutathione peroxidase (GSH-Px) activity was similar in the groups fed on either AIN 93 or
the commercial diets. Two SOD isoforms, Mn-SODII and a Cu/Zn-SODV, were specifically reduced in the liver of the
AIN 93 diet fed animals.

Conclusions: The clear differences in antioxidant responses observed in the livers of mice fed on the two diets
suggest that the macro- and micro-nutrient components with antioxidant properties, including vitamin E, can
promote changes in the activity of enzymes involved in the removal of the ROS generated by cell metabolism.

Keywords: AIN 93 diet, Antioxidant enzymes, Commercial diet, Lipid peroxidation, Liver, Mice, Oxidative stress,
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Background
Differences in the composition of antioxidant compounds
in diets and nutritional supplements are known to cause
changes in the responses of enzymes involved in cellu-
lar defense mechanisms against free radicals [1,2]. Experi-
mental studies using a commercial diet for rodents as a
control diet, revealed a smaller antioxidant response in
the control animals when compared to obese animals
grown on a high fat diet. It was suggested that such a
difference may be due to the amount of vitamins, such as
vitamin E in the diet [3]. Under normal metabolic condi-
tions, components of the defense mechanism of the liver,
such as the enzymes superoxide dismutase, catalase and
glutathione peroxidase, and non-enzymatic antioxidants
such as glutathione, vitamin A, C and E, may prevent the
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reproduction in any medium, provided the or
accumulation of intracellular free radicals [4] and eventual
cellular damage. The presence of vitamins and other nu-
trients with antioxidant activity, acting in conjunction
with antioxidant enzymes has been shown to have benefi-
cial effects against free radicals produced under normal
physiological and pathophysiological conditions [5].
Although an aerobic existence provides many advan-

tages, the use of oxygen by cells results in the produc-
tion of free radicals, which can be defined as molecules
or molecular fragments containing one or more unpai-
red electron in atomic or molecular orbitals [6]. Reactive
oxygen species (ROS) are defined as oxygen-containing
molecules, which may or may not have unpaired elec-
trons, but are highly reactive in biological tissues. In re-
cent years it has become apparent that low concentrations
of hydrogen peroxide (H2O2) may be required for normal
cellular function and intracellular signaling. Physiological
ROS are generated at the plasma membrane and endo-
membranes by NADPH oxidase [7].
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Studies have shown that the presence of antioxidants
in the diet increases the cellular defense mechanisms, re-
ducing the levels of ROS generated during cell meta-
bolism to normal cell conditions [8]. In this study, the
effect of a purified AIN 93 diet and a commercial diet
on the antioxidant responses of the liver of male Swiss
strain mice, were compared.

Methods
Animals and diets
Three-week-old male Swiss strain mice (Sw/Uni) free of
specific pathogens were obtained from the State Univer-
sity of Campinas Breeding Center (CEMIB-UNICAMP,
Brazil); the animals were housed in individual cages at
20°C with a 12 h light/ 12h dark cycle and were given
free access to the diet and water. Six mice were fed with
a commercial diet for rodents (CD) and six were fed
with the AIN 93 purified diet for 56 days. The commer-
cial diet contained 25.6% kcal protein, 62.6% kcal car-
bohydrate, 11.8% kcal lipid and 0.006% diet vitamin E
(NUVILAB- CR1, Nuvital Nutrientes S/A), whereas the
AIN 93 purified diet contained 19.9% kcal protein, 64.4%
kcal carbohydrate, 15.7% kcal lipid and 0.015% vitamin E
[9] (Table 1). The animals were anesthetized, and after
loss of corneal and paw reflexes, the liver tissue was
collected. All mice experiments were approved by the
Bioethics Committee of Odontology College of Piracicaba
(FOP / UNICAMP), under protocol n° CEEA 888–1.

Lipid peroxidation
Lipid peroxidation was determined by estimating the con-
tent of thiobarbituric acid reactive substances (TBARS)
Table 1 Commercial and AIN 93 diets compounds and
chemical composition

NUVILAB- CR1- Nuvital AIN 93 G/M

whole corn ground casein

soy bran dextrinized corn starch

wheat bran corn starch

calcium carbonate cellulose

dicalcium phosphate mineral mix

sodium chloride vitamin mix

vitamin and mineral mix L-cystine

amino acids choline bitartrate

soy oil

sucrose

Proteins (min) 25.6% kcal Protein 19,9% / 14.5% kcal

Lipids (min) 11.8% kcal Lipids 15.7% / 9.3% kcal

Carbohydrate 62.6% kcal Carbohydrate 64.4% / 76.2% kcal

Vitamin E 0.006 g% Vitamin E 0.015 g%
following the method of Heath & Packer [10]. The concen-
tration of malondialdehyde (MDA) equivalents was calcula-
ted using an extinction coefficient of 1.55 × 10-5.mol-1.cm-1.

Hydrogen peroxide concentration
H2O2 was measured spectrophotometrically (Lambda 40,
Perkin Elmer) after reaction with potassium iodide (KI)
[11]. The reaction mixture consisted of 0.2 mL 0.1% tri-
chloroacetic acid (TCA) containing the liver extract super-
natant, 0.2 mL of 100 mM K-phosphate buffer and 0.8 mL
reagent (1 M KI (w/v) in fresh double-distilled water). The
blank consisted of 1% TCA in the absence of liver extract.
The reaction was developed for 1h in darkness at room
temperature and the absorbance measured at 390 nm.
The amount of H2O2 was calculated using a standard
curve prepared with known concentrations of H2O2.

Extraction, determination of protein concentration and
analysis of antioxidant enzymes
The following steps were carried out at 4°C unless stated
otherwise. The liver tissue was homogenized (5:1 buffer
volume: fresh weight liver) in a mortar with a pestle with
100 mM potassium phosphate buffer (pH 7.5) contain-
ing 1 mM ethylenediaminetetraacetic acid (EDTA) and 3
mM DL-dithiothreitol [12]. The homogenate was cen-
trifuged at 12,100 × g for 30 min and the supernatant
was kept stored in separate aliquots at −80°C, prior to
the determination of protein concentration, superoxide
dismutase (SOD), catalase (CAT), glutathione peroxidase
(GSH-Px) and glutathione reductase (GR) activity. The
protein concentration of all the samples was determined
by the method of Bradford [13] using bovine serum
albumin as a standard. SOD activity was determined
as described by Giannopolitis & Reis [14] and the SOD
isoform determination was carried out as described by
Azevedo et al. [12], following native polyacrylamide gel
electrophoresis (PAGE). CAT and GR activities were
assayed as described by Cia et al. [15]. GSH-Px was deter-
mined as described by Flohé & Günzler [16].

Statistical analysis
The data are reported as means ± standard error of
the mean (SEM). Statistical analysis was performed by
an unpaired two-tailed t test, Mann Whitney test using
GraphPad Prism 6 software. P <0.05 was considered statis-
tically significant.

Results
The concentration of MDA was used as a biomarker of
lipid peroxidation (Figure 1A). The results revealed that
the concentration of MDA was higher in the livers of
the commercial diet fed mice (P = 0.0022) than in the AIN
93 fed group. The concentration of H2O2 (Figure 1B) was
also higher in the same commercial group (P = 0.0152).
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Figure 1 Lipid peroxidation (MDA content) and hydrogen
peroxide concentration in the livers of male Swiss mice fed on
two different diets. The mice were fed with AIN 93 purified diet
(AIN 93) or commercial diet for rodents (CT) for 56 days. The animals
were anesthetized, and after loss of corneal and paw reflexes, the
liver was collected. Lipid peroxidation was determined by estimating
the content of thiobarbituric acid reactive substances (TBARS) and
H2O2 was measured spectrophotometrically after reaction with
potassium iodide in liver tissue. MDA (A) and hydrogen peroxide
content (B) of the livers of animal fed with AIN 93 and commercial
diet for 56 days. P < 0.05, unpaired two-tailed t test, Mann Whitney
test. Each value is expressed as mean ± SEM.
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Figure 2 SOD isoforms of male Swiss mice fed on two different
diets. Electrophoresis was performed as described in Materials and
Methods. The gel was placed in a dark box with dye solution for
30 min. After incubation, the gel was illuminated and kept in water
until the development of colorless bands of SOD activity in a purple-
stained gel was visible. The picture illustrates the identification of
SOD isoforms in the livers of mice fed with a AIN 93 or commercial
diet. Five predominant SOD isoforms were identified in the liver of
commercial diet fed animals, whereas only SOD isoforms I, III and IV
were clearly visible in AIN 93 diet fed animals.
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Up to five distinct SOD isoforms were identified fol-
lowing native PAGE of liver extracts of the mice fed on
the two different diets (Figure 2). These were character-
ized as: Mn-SOD (Bands I and II) that were resistant to
KCN and H2O2, a class of SOD isoforms that has been
shown to be present in mitochondria and three Cu/
Zn-SOD isoforms (III, IV and V), that were inactivated
in the presence of KCN and H2O2, which are normally
located in the cytoplasm. The SOD activity band inten-
sity of Mn-SOD II, Cu/Zn-SOD V and to a lesser extent
Mn-SOD1 were considerably reduced if not absent, fol-
lowing PAGE of the liver extracts of AIN 93, when com-
pared to the commercial diet fed animals. Cu/Zn-SOD
III and IV were present in the livers of mice fed on both
diets and did not exhibit any apparent differences in
band intensity following PAGE. The reduced band inten-
sity of the three SOD isoforms detected following PAGE,
could readily explains the lower total SOD activity de-
tected in the liver extracts of the AIN 93 fed mice, when
compared to those fed on the commercial diet, as shown
in Table 2.
To assess the next stage of the antioxidant defense sys-

tem, which is the degradation of H2O2 produced by the
SOD reaction, or any other metabolic reactions that may
produce excess H2O2, the activities of three antioxidant
enzymes in the livers of the mice subjected to the two
diets were determined and are shown in Table 1. CAT
activity was higher in the livers of the AIN 93 fed ani-
mals than in the commercial diet fed animals. GSH-Px,
in a similar manner to CAT, exhibited an increased ac-
tivity trend in the livers of AIN-93 fed animals when
compared to the commercial fed animals, but such an
increase was not statistically significant. In contrast, GR
activity was lower in the livers of the AIN 93 fed group
when compared to the commercial diet group.

Discussion
A large number of studies have shown that ROS can act
as intracellular signaling molecules in many normal phy-
siological processes; however, an increase in such ROS
can lead to an imbalance causing oxidative stress [6].
Several factors such as the diet composition, increased
energy intake, intense physical exercise, and hypercat-
abolic conditions are associated with increased cellular
levels of ROS and /or decrease in antioxidant defense
systems triggering a state of oxidative stress in different
tissues/organs [17,18]. The oxidative process such as
lipid peroxidation of biomembranes, produces several
compounds that are used as molecular markers, among
them MDA is one of the most widely used indicators of
the cellular redox state [19]. In this study, the concentra-
tion of the lipid peroxidation marker MDA in the liver
was higher in the group fed with the commercial diet.
According to Sohet et al. [3], commercial diets contained



Table 2 Superoxide dismutase (SOD), catalase (CAT), glutathione-peroxidase (GSH-Px) and glutathione reductase (GR)
enzyme activities in the livers of male Swiss mice fed on two different diets

Diet SOD (units/mg protein) CAT (μmol/min/mg protein) GSH-Px (μmol/min/mg protein) GR (μmol/min/mg protein)

AIN 93 - 654.9 ± 5.3 203.1 ± 5.8 7.2 ± 0.3 0.4 ± 0.0

Commercial 106.1 ± 0.7 154.9 ± 3.1 6.3 ± 0.5 0.7 ± 0.0

P values 0.0022 0.0022 0.3052 0.0022

Results are expressed as mean ± standard error of the mean (SEM). n = 6 for both diets.
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lower levels of antioxidant vitamins such as vitamin E,
resulting in higher values of MDA in hepatic tissue of
animals. In another report using mice treated with 0.004,
0.008 and 0.032% vitamin E, a progressive decrease in
MDA levels was detected [20]. In a study where male
Wistar rats were submitted to exhaustive stress and trea-
ted with gavage administration of vitamin E, decreased
production of MDA in the kidney tissue was observed
when compared with the control group [2].
As well as MDA, the concentration of H2O2 has also

been used as an indicator of oxidative stress. High con-
centrations of H2O2 are closely related with lipid peroxi-
dation, where the H2O2 in the cell can be converted by
the Fenton reaction to the hydroxyl radical, a highly react-
ive compound involved in the initiation of lipid peroxida-
tion [21]. H2O2 can be formed from the degradation of
superoxide produced during aerobic respiration, and by
the exposure of cells to physical, chemical and biological
agents [7].
Venditti et al. [22] showed that vitamin E decreased

H2O2 release during basal respiration. This effect led to
reduced ROS flow from the mitochondria to the cytosol,
limiting oxidative damage to the liver. In this current
study, the vitamin E content of the AIN 93 diet was 2.5-
fold higher (0.015%) than that of the commercial diet
(0.006%), which might suggest participation of Vitamin E,
along with other nutrients in the diet, in the responses
observed. For instance, in the livers of the animals fed
with AIN 93 there was less accumulation of H2O2, when
compared to the animals on the commercial diet, indicat-
ing that vitamin E may be interfering in ROS levels during
normal cell metabolism.
Vitamin E is an important fat-soluble antioxidant in

the body and operates with some of the antioxidant
enzymes tested in this study, such as superoxide dis-
mutase (SOD), catalase (CAT) and glutathione peroxid-
ase (GSH-Px), to protect cells from attack by ROS [23].
SOD provides the first line of defense against oxygen
derived free radicals [6]. Under stress conditions, high
SOD activity reflects a compensatory mechanism to re-
duce the superoxide radical. Male rats Wistar fed with
the control diet supplemented with 0.01% of vitamin E
showed a reduction in SOD activity [24]. In the results
presented here, there was lower SOD activity in the li-
vers of the AIN 93 fed group compared to the commercial
diet group, suggesting that vitamin E might play an im-
portant role in lipid peroxidation and, indirectly, in regu-
lating SOD activity by maintaining a reduced level of
superoxide in the cell system. The SOD isoforms II and V
were hardly detectable following PAGE of liver extracts of
mice fed on the AIN 93 diet, which could account for the
reduction in total SOD activity observed in Table 2. This
is an important result, since the increased concentration
of vitamin E and possibly other compounds of the AIN 93
diet clearly affected specific SOD isoforms, one located in
the mitochondria (SOD II) and more strongly one located
in the cytosol (SOD V), since the latter accounts for a
higher SOD activity when compared to SOD II. Within
the cell, vitamin E partitions into the hydrophobic core of
the various cell membranes, including the inner and outer
membrane of the mitochondria [25], although the relative
concentration of vitamin E differs from one membrane to
another [26]. Furthermore, α-tocopherol supplementation
in human subjects and animal models has been shown to
decrease lipid peroxidation and superoxide production by
impairing the assembly of NADPH oxidase, as well as by
decreasing the expression of scavenger receptors (SR-A
and CD36) [27], to which our results appear to match
such a possibility. The reduction observed in SOD activity
in the livers of animals subjected to the increased vitamin
E diet also suggests that the production of the superoxide
radical is likely to be diminished more likely in the cytosol
and the mitochondria, which agrees and can be clearly
correlated to the specific depletion of SOD II and SOD V.
Moreover, vitamin E has also been shown to prevent the
induction of metallothionein synthesis as well as lipid per-
oxidation in the liver of mice administered the mitochon-
drial inhibitor 2,4-dinitrophenol [28], which agrees with
the findings observed here of the depletion of the specific
SOD isoforms and reduction in lipid peroxidation. More-
over, Fe-SOD isoforms, which can be found in living cells,
but not necessarily in all living organisms, were not
detected following PAGE in this work.
The enzymes CAT and GSH-Px are part of the next

step of the antioxidant defense mechanism, converting
H2O2 to water [29]. Alper et al. [30] reported a decrease
in CAT activity in rats fed with a diet deficient in vita-
min E. The authors suggested that the decrease in CAT
activity might be due to the suppression of heme biosyn-
thesis. Heme is a prosthetic group that consists of an



Caetano et al. BMC Physiology 2013, 13:3 Page 5 of 6
http://www.biomedcentral.com/1472-6793/13/3
iron atom contained in the center of a heterocyclic or-
ganic ring termed porphyrin, which is present in the
molecule of CAT, and is synthesized in the liver and
erythroid tissues [31]. Studies with animals deficient in
vitamin E showed a decrease in hepatic activity of heme
proteins such as CAT and microsomal cytochrome P450
and b5 [30]. In this study, there was a significant increase
in CAT activity in the livers of mice grown on the AIN
93 diet, which contained 2.5 fold higher more vitamin E
than the commercial diet, supporting a role for this vita-
min in improving the rate of removal of H2O2 in meta-
bolically normal animals. Thus, the higher CAT activity
observed in animals fed with the AIN 93 diet could
explain the lower concentration of H2O2 observed
(Figure 1B). Similar results were described by Ryan
et al. [32] in a study on the muscles of rats fed with
supplemented vitamin E or normal non-supplemented
rat chow. GSH-Px can act directly on H2O2, however,
this enzyme also acts in the inactivation of organic
hydroperoxides [33]. There was little difference in the
activity of GSH-Px in the livers of the mice fed with
the two different diets. Similar results were reported
in a study with rats fed with diets supplemented with
vitamin E and a control diet [25]. GR is an enzyme
that is used for the regeneration of reduced glutathione
from oxidized glutathione, especially when the cell is ex-
posed to free radicals. Shireen et al. [34] working with rats
fed with an AIN 76 diet and AIN 76 supplemented with
vitamin E and C, demonstrated that there was a significant
increase in the activity of both GSH-Px and GR, in the
animals fed with the vitamin supplemented diet. In this
study, the activity of GR in the livers of animals fed with
the AIN 93 diet was significantly lower than in animals
fed with the commercial diet, suggesting that the AIN 93
diet group has a lower demand for reduced glutathione in
the cellular defense mechanisms, or that GR may not have
a major role as a defense enzyme under the conditions
tested. A wide range of antioxidant enzymes exist in order
to keep the redox state of the cell, so they are important
not only under normal metabolic conditions, but also
when dealing with stressful conditions. Although interest-
ing responses in enzyme activities were detected in this re-
search, the role of other peroxidases or antioxidant
enzymes cannot be ruled out and should be considered in
future research.
Before any major conclusions can be drawn, it is im-

portant to state that this study did not investigate varying
concentrations of vitamin E or of any other individual
components of the diets, which limits the impact of the
results and how they are correlated with the major
changes observed. Even with such a limitation, the data
obtained are not invalidated. However, future studies
should be performed in a way that varying concentra-
tions of vitamin E and other components of both diets are
tested so that the effects on the antioxidant responses are
more clearly understood and the putative key role of vita-
min E is confirmed. Based on the composition of both
diets, it cannot be ruled out that other components may
have had an indirect effect on mouse metabolism, which
might have resulted in a response by the antioxidant sys-
tem. Nevertheless, we must state that the fact that a high
vitamin E concentration was used and that among the
components of the diet vitamin E is clearly the only direct
and the major non-enzymatic antioxidant included, we
may assume that Vitamin E appears to have an important
participation in the responses observed.

Conclusion
In conclusion, our results suggest that the different com-
position of the two diets in particular the one with vita-
min E included, with or without the co-participation of
other diet components, appears to have a considerable
effect on the defense mechanism against free radicals ge-
nerated during normal metabolism in male Swiss strain
mice. One key aspect of such an effect is likely to be the
generation of the superoxide radical in the mitochondria
and cytosol, based on reduction in activity of specific
isoforms of SOD present in the liver of animals fed on
the AIN 93 diet. Therefore, the results further suggest
that a diet rich in vitamin E may naturally give extra
protection to the liver against any oxidative stress condi-
tion that may occur, leading to excess ROS production,
as a result of metabolic changes produced if the animal
is subjected to a stressful condition.

Abbreviations
AIN: American institute of nutrition; CAT: Catalase; GR: Glutathione reductase;
GSH-Px: Glutathione peroxidase; MDA: Malondialdehyde; ROS: Reactive
oxygen species; SOD: Superoxide dismutase.

Competing interests
The authors declare that there is no conflict of interest in the dissemination
of this data.

Authors’ contributions
ACC participated in the acquisition of data, performed the statistical analysis,
interpreted the data and drafted the manuscript. LFV participated in
conducting the animal experiments and the acquisition of data. FRC
participated in the acquisition of data, interpreted the data and revised the
manuscript. SMA and RAA participated in the revision of the manuscript and
RMNB conceived the study, determined the design, interpreted the data and
drafted the manuscript. All authors read and gave final approval for the
version submitted for publication.

Acknowledgements
We would like to thank Prof. Dr. Pedro Luiz Rosalen by granting the room
for experimentation animals at the College of Odontology of Piracicaba
(FOP / UNICAMP) and Fernando Piotto for guidance and supervision on the
statistical analysis of all results. This work was supported by Fundação de
Amparo à Pesquisa do Estado de São Paulo (FAPESP—Grant n° 04/1381-0
and 08/52721-5). F.R.C. and R.A.A. would like to thank FAPESP for post-
doctoral fellowship (Grant n° 06/60473-6). R.A.A. also thanks the Conselho
Nacional de Desenvolvimento Científico e Tecnológico (CNPq, Brazil), for the
fellowship granted.



Caetano et al. BMC Physiology 2013, 13:3 Page 6 of 6
http://www.biomedcentral.com/1472-6793/13/3
Author details
1Postgraduate Program in Food Science and Technology, Escola Superior de
Agricultura “Luiz de Queiroz”, University of São Paulo (USP), Piracicaba, SP,
Brazil. 2Department of Agri- Food Industry, Food and Nutrition, “Luiz de
Queiroz” College of Agriculture, University of São Paulo (USP), Piracicaba, SP,
Brazil. 3Department of Genetics, “Luiz de Queiroz” College of Agriculture,
University of São Paulo (USP), Piracicaba, SP, Brazil. 4School of Applied
Sciences, University of Campinas (UNICAMP), 1300, Pedro Zaccaria St, Jd Sta
Luiza, 13484-350 Limeira, São Paulo, Brazil.

Received: 11 May 2012 Accepted: 16 January 2013
Published: 24 January 2013
References
1. Halliwell B: Antioxidants in human health and disease. Ann Rev Nutr 1996,

16:33–50.
2. Buciolo SA, Abreu LC, Valenti VE, Leone C, Vannucchi H: Effects of vitamin

E suplementation on renal non-enzymatic antioxidants in young rats
submitted to exhaustive exercise stress. BMC Complement Altern Med
2011, 11:133.

3. Sohet F, Neyrinck AM, Dewulf EM, Bindels LB, Portois L, Malaise WJ,
Carpentier YA, Cani PD, Delzenne NM: Lipid peroxidation is not a
prerequisite for the development of obesity and diabetes in high-fat-fed
mice. Brit J Nut 2009, 102:462–469.

4. Karaouzene N, Merzouk H, Aribi M, Merzouk SA, Yahia Berrouiguet A, Tessier
C, Narce M: Effects of the association of aging and obesity on lipids,
lipoproteins and oxidative stress biomarkers: A comparison of older with
young men. Nutr Metab Cardiovasc Dis 2011, 21(10):792–799.

5. Frei B: Molecular and biological mechanism of antioxidant action. Fed Am
Soc Exp Biol J 1999, 13:963–964.

6. Halliwell B, Gutteridge JMC (Eds): Free radicals in biology and medicine, third
ed. Oxford: Oxford University Press; 1999.

7. Veal EA, Day AM, Morgan BA: Hydrogen peroxide sensing and signaling.
Mol Cell 2007, 26:1–14.

8. Tauler P, Aguigló A, Fuentespina E, Tur JA, Pons A: Diet supplementation
with vitamin E, vitamin C and β-carotene cocktail enhances basal
neutrophil antioxidant enzymes in athletes. Eur J Physiol 2002,
443:791–797.

9. Reeves PG, Nielsen FH, Fahey GC: AIN-93 purified diets for laboratory
rodents: final report of the American Institute of Nutrition ad hoc writing
committee on the reformulation of the AIN-76A rodent diet. J Nutr 1993,
123:1929–1951.

10. Heath RL, Packer L: Photoperoxidation in isolated chloroplasts. I. Kinetics
and stoichiometry of fatty acid peroxidation. Arch Biochem Biophys 1968,
125:2141–2145.

11. Alexieva V, Sergiev I, Mapelli S, Karanov E: The effect of drought and
ultraviolet radiation on growth and stress markers in pea and wheat.
Plant Cell Environ 2001, 24:1337–1344.

12. Azevedo RA, Alas RM, Smith RJ, Lea PJ: Response of antioxidant enzymes
to transfer from elevated carbon dioxide to air and ozone fumigation, in
the leaves and roots of wild-type and a catalase-deficient mutant of
barley. Physiol Plant 1998, 104:280–292.

13. Bradford MM: A rapid and sensitive method for the quantification of
microgram quantities of protein utilizing the principle of protein-dye
binding. Anal Biochem 1976, 72:248–254.

14. Giannopolitis CN, Reis SK: Superoxide Dismutases. II. Purification and
quantitative relationship with water-soluble protein in seedlings. Plant
Physiol 1977, 59:315–318.

15. Cia MC, Guimarães ACR, Medici LO, Chabregas SM, Azevedo RA:
Antioxidant responses to water deficit by drought-tolerant and -sensitive
sugarcane varieties. Ann Appl Biol 2012, 161:313–324.

16. Flohé L, Günzle WA: Assays of glutathione peroxidase. Methods Enzymol
1984, 105:114–121.

17. Vincent HK, Innes KE, Vincent KR: Oxidative stress and potential
interventions to reduce oxidative stress in overweight and obesity. Diab
Obes Metab 2007, 9:813–839.

18. Gratão PL, Polle A, Lea PJ, Azevedo RA: Making the life of heavy metal-
stressed plants a little easier. Funct Plant Biol 2005, 32:481–494.

19. Vincent HK, Taylor AG: Biomarkers and potential mechanisms of obesity-
induced oxidant stress in humans. Int J Obes 2006, 30:400–418.
20. Trostler N, Brady PS, Romsos DR, Leveille GA: Influence of dietary vitamin E
on Malondialdehyde levels in liver and adipose tissue and on
glutathione peroxidase and reductase activities in liver and erythrocytes
of lean and obese (Ob/Ob) mice. J Nutr 1979, 109:345–352.

21. Valko M, Leibfritz D, Moncol J, Cronin MTD, Mazur M, Telser J: Free radicals
and antioxidants in normal physiological functions and human disease.
Int J Biochem Cell Biol 2007, 39:44–84.

22. Venditti P, Bari A, Di Stefano L, Di Meo S: Vitamin E attenuates cold-
induced rat liver oxidative damage reducing H2O2 mitochondrial release.
Int J Biochem Cell Biol 2007, 39:1731–1742.

23. Shaw H-M, Chen W-H: Effects of pregnenolone-16α-carbonitrile on
vitamin E status and protein levels of antioxidant enzymes in male rats
fed a vitamin E-supplemented diet. Redox Rep 2009, 14:61–68.

24. Singh M, Sandhir R, Kiran R: Effects on antioxidant status of liver following
atrazine exposure and its attenuation by vitamin E. Exp Toxicol Pathol
2011, 63:269–276.

25. Buttriss JL, Diplock AT: The alpha-tocopherol and phospholipid fatty acid
content of rat liver subcellular membranes in vitamin E and selenium
deficiency. Biochim Biophys Acta 1988, 963:61–69.

26. Wang X, Quinn PJ: Vitamin E and its function in membranes. Prog Lipid
Res 1999, 38:309–336.

27. Singh U, Devaraj S, Jialal I: Vitamin E, oxidative stress, and inflammation.
Annu Rev Nutr 2005, 25:151–174.

28. Futakawa N, Kondoh M, Ueda S, Higashimoto M, Takiguchi M, Suzuki S, Sato
M: Involvement of oxidative stress in the synthesis of metallothionein
induced by mitochondrial inhibitors. Biol Pharm Bull 2006, 29:2016–2020.

29. Halliwell B: Superoxide dismutase, catalase and glutathione peroxidase:
Solutions to the problems of living with oxygen. New Phytol 1974,
73:1075–1086.

30. Alper G, Çinar M, Mentes G, Ersöz B, Evinç A: The effects of vitamin E on
catalase activities in various rat tissues. Theor J Med Sci 1998, 28:127–131.

31. Fujita H: Molecular mechanism of heme biosynthesis. Tohoku J Exp Med
1997, 183:83–99.

32. Ryan MJ, Dudash HJ, Docherty M, Geronilla KB, Baker BA, Haff GG, Cutlip RG,
Alway SE: Vitamin E and C supplementation reduces oxidative stress,
improves antioxidant enzymes and positive muscle work in chronically
loaded muscles of aged rats. Exp Gerontol 2010, 45:882–895.

33. Liddell JR, Dringen R, Crack PJ, Robinson SR: Glutathione peroxidase 1 and
a high cellular glutathione concentration are essential for effective
organic hydroperoxide detoxification in astrocytes. Glia 2006, 54:873–879.

34. Shireen KF, Pace RD, Mahboob M, Khan AT: Effects of dietary vitamin E, C
and soybean oil supplementation on antioxidant enzyme activities in
liver and muscles of rats. Food Chem Toxicol 2008, 46:3290–3294.

doi:10.1186/1472-6793-13-3
Cite this article as: Caetano et al.: The antioxidant response of the liver
of male Swiss mice raised on a AIN 93 or commercial diet. BMC
Physiology 2013 13:3.
Submit your next manuscript to BioMed Central
and take full advantage of: 

• Convenient online submission

• Thorough peer review

• No space constraints or color figure charges

• Immediate publication on acceptance

• Inclusion in PubMed, CAS, Scopus and Google Scholar

• Research which is freely available for redistribution

Submit your manuscript at 
www.biomedcentral.com/submit


	Abstract
	Background
	Results
	Conclusions

	Background
	Methods
	Animals and diets
	Lipid peroxidation
	Hydrogen peroxide concentration
	Extraction, determination of protein concentration and analysis of antioxidant enzymes
	Statistical analysis

	Results
	Discussion
	Conclusion
	Competing interests
	Authors’ contributions
	Acknowledgements
	Author details
	References

